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                                                                 Preface

This guide has a two-fold purpose. The first purpose is to help the student and teacher to develop a
literature notebook.  This will give you a record of what you have read, and lead you to compare all
you have read to be illuminated by God's view of the plot and characters.  The second purpose is to
help a mom/teacher who can't read every book her student is reading.

     In this guide I have a fill-in character chart with a copy of the online answer key.  A timeline of
events, a copy of my own short summation of the story (your student can learn outlining and journaling
skills through reading literature).  Because I suffer from ADD as a teen I became a good notetaker. 
These notes became my lifeline to good grades because they helped with my comprehension and
recall.  Because this is the first guide I made for our literature club I typed up the notes I took while
reading the book (I use a cheap journal book from a dollar store, then in the margins record my own
thoughts I had while reading the book. For this guide I placed my own thought in italics).  These notes
are invaluable to me.  I reread them before a discussion to refresh my memory.  I placed a copy of
Mary Shelley's own manuscript, so students can see that revision is commonplace. 

     I, also, go to the Clff Notes website and have my students take the online quiz at the end of the book
notes.  I make a copy of their quiz and place it in the notebook.  We have fun making personalized
notebook covers.   You may want to add a book report or essay to some of your notebooks.  I don't
require this everytime, because for some students the thought of doing a book report can ruin the
enjoyment of the book.  So, these are just ideas for each mom to decide for herself what stage her
student is in, or what is profitable.  I tend to enjoy doing a report on the author because understanding
their train of thought and what experiences brought them to that point is often vital to understanding the
book.

     You will find the old addage that authors write about what they know is exemplified in the book
Frankenstein.  Mary Shelley's book is filled with references to books she read (she was an avid reader. 
It is said that she read 200 books from the age of 15-17 years old, while away at boarding school in
Scotland.  Considering she wrote Frankenstein at the age of 19 we can see an unfolding of many of
these ideas, particularly in the line of thoughts the "monster" speaks).   Of particular interest were the
references to Milton's Paradise Lost and even her own husband's poetry being recited.  Students may
want to read about the time period Shelley was writing in. A time when science was experiencing an
Age of Enlightenment, and coming out of the Dark Ages.  

     The results of her studies and her friends love of horror stories, was Frankenstein, a Gothic novel
which may be the first science fiction story that was widely read. What makes this novel different is the
mixture of science with human emotions that lead to catastrophe for the guilty, and the innocent.  The
old caution, "Be careful what you wish for," is turned into a maze of betrayal with consequences
beyond ones imagination.

     The book is so intriguing it has spawned over 31 movies, and stage shows (although, none were
completely accurate.  It seems the novel is able to tap our inner creativity in a way that others keep
trying to reinvent the story to the point most of society believes the monster is "Frankenstein".  Even
the author herself revised the novel, and removed excerpts, and changed details in her later version). 
Today we see different movements claiming the book was an expose on subjects from feminists who
claim the novel shows the hatred of women by men, to debates on artificial intelligence.   For a book
that is almost 200 years old to still create such deep conversations truly does make it a great classic that
is not-to-be-missed!







This chart is from the Cliff Notes website:  www.cliffnotes.com
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Mary Shelley lived among a group of literary types called Romantics.  Romantics rely on
emotions, not reality and facts.  This group interpreted Milton's book Paradise Lost as a “celebration of
Satan”.  They viewed Satan as a victim not the perpetrator of evil.

Although many of the republished versions of Frankenstein have dropped the subtitle it is worth noting
the author had a purpose for calling the book “The Modern Day Prometheus”.



                                   Chronological Events in ���� rankenstein

                                    Victor Frankenstein's Life

Age Event
Birth

  4 Elizabeth is brought to live with Frankensteins
12 Victor's mother brings Justine to house as a servant
13 Victor studies “exploded” scientists
15 Victor views oak tree destroyed by lightning
17 Elizabeth contracts scarlet fever which causes

Victor's mother to die from the disease
Victor leaves for Ingolstadt
Justine goes back home to his mom

19 Victor becomes famous at his university
21 Victor becomes physically ill

Victor finishes the “Creature”
Victor becomes ill again
Creature goes to forest-learns to use senses
and discovers fire
Creature wounded by villagers
Creature finds a cottage and learns language

22 Victor regains his health
Elizabeth writes to Victor
Sofie arrives at cottage
Creature learns French and how to read
Creature reveals himself to DeLacey then flees
Creature becomes sick from despair

23 Creature is shot saving a drowning girl
Creature arrives in Geneva
William murdered by Creature
Justine sick with grief over mothers death
Justine convicted of William's death
Victor and Creature meet again
Victor goes to England with Henry



                           Timeline of the life of Victor Frankenstein              
Age Event
23 Victor creates a female creature

Creature murders Henry
Victor becomes sick in prison
Victor marries Elizabeth
Elizabeth murdered
Victor tells judge about Creature and begins pursuit

27 Victor is rescued and tells his story to Robert Walton
Victor dies
Creature finds Victor's body and speaks a eulogy and is

     “borne away by the waves, and lost in darkness and 
distance.”

                                          Sample of original draft of Frankenstein

                                       



                                     Addendum

A sample of notes from Alice Robertson's reading of Frankenstein: 
The Modern Prometheus [brief synopsis of what I studied and read to help the hurried
mom/teacher]

Personal thoughts about the book and research are in italics.  These are the words from
my Frankenstein journal.  I share them with the hope that others can see they are just
simple notes and thoughts that occur naturally while reading.  They don't have to be
prolific, they are there to help us think through our observations, and form opinions on
the author's intentions.  Above you will find a copy of Mary Shelley's original notes for
the book with her revisions (again note the revisions which most good writing contain).
  

  Boris Karloff     The movie version of Frankenstein portrays Boris Karloff as a tall, shabby,
humanlike being, with a baffled innocent face.  Just as Dr. Frankenstein creates a
monster, we have recreated the monster to our own liking or figments of our
imaginations.
 
They say the story came to the author in a vision, but others see her poetry-writing
husband as the main writer, and say she never wrote anything of this caliber after his
death.  We do know her husband had a huge impact on the story of Frankenstein.
 
 About the author:

Mary Shelley was born Mary Goodwin.  Her liberal-minded parents were both published
writers.  Her mother died eleven days after giving birth (this was common before the
washing of hands became commonplace).  Her father was born into a Calvinist home,
but grew up to reject Christianity.  Most of his books were of mediocre value, until he
wrote Enquiry Concerning Political Justice on the heels of the French Revolution and
this made him famous.  The book was an anti-government writing.  Three years later he
met Mary Wollstonecraft who had wrote a book about the vindication of the rights of
men-this made her famous.  She had an out-of-wedlock child with an American man she
loved deeply.  When the child was young (and she felt deserted) she tried to commit
suicide with landanum (you will find this chemical used in the book Frankenstein). 
When the American left her for a second time she wrote a suicide note and threw herself
into the Thames River, only to be rescued from death.



 
Mary's mother died after giving birth to Mary which made Mary feel responsible for her
mothers demise.  Mary's father struggled financially and in order to find a mother to
raise his daughter Mary, and step-daughter Fanny he married a neighbor.  At age 15
years old Mary is sent off to school in Scotland for 2 years and manages to read 200
great books.  When she returns home she meets a frequent family guest, and talented
poet Percy Shelley (a married man with children).  He was not yet famous, but he was
extremely talented, and was able to loan Mary's father money.  
 
In 1814 Mary ran away with Percy and took her step-sister Claire along.  Claire's mother
was not a kind woman, so Mary and Claire were very close.   Six weeks later Mary
comes back home.  Months later she gives birth to a stillborn child.   Then in January of
1816 Mary gives birth to William (Victor Frankenstein has a younger brother William
who is murdered in the book.  After the book was published Mary Shelley's own son
William dies at age two).   Mary then becomes weak and ill and the family suffers
financial problems, and societal problems which are the result of her “home wrecker”
status in a society that did not approve of divorce.  That spring they take Claire and baby
William to live in Geneva and lived on the shore of lake with a group of people that
enjoyed creating stories. Claire bears a child with Lord Byron who is a famous poet.   
 
Lord Byron believes the world views him as a monster and a genius, who is lascivious
and lame.  He sometimes agrees with the world.  These are the circumstances
surrounding the writing of Frankenstein.  A group of people living together with a love
of language, Gothic-horror stories, Greek works, and all the while feeling rejected by
society, and the deaths of those they love (particularly innocent children).  
 
This same year Mary's step-sister Fanny commits suicide with laudanum (as her own
mother had unsuccessfully tried).  Two months later Percy's wife commits suicide and
Percy marries Mary in order to gain custody of his children.
 
The following year of 1817 Mary is pregnant with her third child and finishes
Frankenstein.  Her daughter Clara is born and dies weeks later.  
 
By 1818 Frankenstein is published to so-so reviews, but will become so popular even
Charles Dickens will mention the book in Great Expectations.  By late 1819 Percy
Florence is born.  He is Mary's only child to live to adulthood.   A few years later
Claire's five-year-old child with Byron dies and Mary becomes so ill she almost dies. 
That summer her husband Percy drowns at sea.
 
Many believe Mary was concerned about the allegory of the dangers of science, but I
believe she used her knowledge of science to write a story about human longing of those
that society rejects and the consequences of those actions.  



Letter 1
To Margaret Seville in England from her brother Robert Walton from St.
Petersburg
A delighted Robert Walton gives the history of his youth through reminiscing with
his sister.  He neglected his education-but loved adventure books about voyages-
wrote poems for a year, but that failed-he studied math, medicine, and physical
science (similar to Victor).  He is a dreamer who wants to go to "the pole" (says
it's warm there-so he is a bit ignorant...........again like Victor who studied ancient
scientists who were ignorant about true science).  He is heading towards
Archangel.

 
Letter 2
To Margaret Seville in England
Robert has hired a vessel with sailors.  He is lonely and wants a friend (why
doesn't he ask for a wife?).

 
Letter 3
To Margaret Seville in England
Homesick for his native land of England, and seems a bit depressed.

 
Letter 4
To Margaret Seville in England
Describes a gigantic creature.  The crew found a floating piece of ice with a sledge
and one dog still alive with a very ill, but interesting man...........Victor
Frankenstein.  Thinks Victor may be "mad".  He is impressed with his knowledge
of nature and says he has a "halo" over his head.  Records Victor's tale in a journal.
Rime of the Ancient Mariner
Victor tells his tale firsthand which becomes the book of Frankenstein.  

End of sample



                                                    ���� rankenstein (short summation)

Letters
Ch. 1 Victor's tale-his childhood-wealthy family-adoption of Elizabeth
Ch. 2 He has two younger brothers, Ernest and William.  Studies the
ancient scientists-tree burns down and he sees the power of nature's
electricity
Ch. 3  Mother dies from scarlet fever-Victor goes to college where me meet
Professor Waldman who helps him understand electricity,etc.
Ch. 4  Consumed to build a new human
Ch. 5  Horror!  He has created a monster that wants him to love it
Ch. 6 Victor's health suffers after seeing his creation
Ch. 7  William murdered by monster
Ch. 8  Innocent Justine is killed after a false accusation
Ch. 9  Victor is sorrowful over Justine and William's deaths
Ch. 10 Meets monster in mountains
Ch. 11  Monster's tale of survival
Ch. 12  DeLacey shack and love for them
Ch. 13 Safia learns French and so does the monster
Ch. 14 DeLacey family tale
Ch. 15  Finds books and self-educates himself
Ch. 16  Burns DeLacey cottage when they move-Finds William 
and wants to kidnap him and keep him as a companion, but
realizes he is Victor's brother and kills him
Ch. 17  Victor gives in and says he will make female companion for monster
to take away to a far away land
Ch. 18  goes to England with Henry Clerval
Ch. 19  Starts to build female for monster
Ch. 20  Destroys female monster 
Ch. 21 Henry Clerval is murdered
Ch. 22 Marries Elizabeth
Ch. 23  Elizabeth murdered by monster
Ch. 24  Chasing monster through Europe to North Pole.  Meets Robert
Walton-tells his tale-dies-Monster disappears


